
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 8 September 2011] 

 p7072c-7073a 
Mr Bill Marmion 

 [1] 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.12 am]: I am pleased to report the success 
of the third round of funding under the state government’s four-year, $6 million environmental community 
grants program. The government proudly supports the dedicated efforts of community environmental groups and 
individuals and their vital contribution to conservation in Western Australia. 

Since this Liberal–National government initiative was launched in 2009, 433 grants have been made to local 
community projects, totalling more than $4.5 million. This year, the program has reached record numbers, with 
164 grants being awarded—up from 129 last year. The program is providing ongoing conservation benefits to 
the community. Conserving the Western Australian environment would be much more difficult without the 
wonderful work done by community groups and individuals. 

Grants are available in eight categories: biodiversity conservation; sustainable catchment management; fauna 
rescue and rehabilitation; regional parks; Bush Forever; interpretation and sustainable recreation in natural areas; 
support for major conservation and environment organisations; and protection by landholders of high-value areas 
on private land. More than $1.58 million was allocated in this year’s grants, for an array of significant projects 
undertaken by local community groups, not-for-profit organisations, conservation-minded private landowners, 
local governments and individuals. The projects funded are being undertaken in areas around the state, including 
the Kimberley, Albany, Perth metropolitan area, the Wheatbelt and Goldfields. Priority is given to projects that 
achieve on-ground actions and help build partnerships and community stewardship. This boosts the work being 
done by government to protect threatened species and their habitats, revegetate natural areas and waterways and 
conduct weed and pest control, and to provide environmental information and education activities. 

One of this year’s grant recipients, the Rottnest Conservation Foundation, received $30 000 to assist in coastal 
stabilisation and improve visitor access to Little Parakeet Bay on Rottnest Island. Other examples highlighting 
the diversity of projects are the $22 000 grant to Birds Australia towards a major survey of birds in the Great 
Western Woodlands, the most intact eucalypt woodland remaining in southern Australia, and grants of up to 
$500 each for 30 volunteer wildlife rehabilitators to buy supplies for rescued wildlife. 

Educational projects also feature in this year’s list of recipients, with the Baldivis Children’s Forest project, 
Bringing Back the Bush to Baldivis, receiving more than $20 000 to provide more opportunities for young 
people to gain knowledge and awareness of forest conservation. I am sure members can appreciate the success of 
this initiative, and will continue to welcome this program. A full list of the environmental community grants 
recipients is available to view at the Department of Environment and Conservation website. 
 


